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Name: _______________
Form Class: ___________

Summer Reading Around the Subject Challenge

Dear Parent/Guardian and of course, students.

At Lagan College, we place the utmost importance on improving the literacy skills of all our students.  We strive to encourage our students to read.

“Research shows that children can lose between one to three months of learning every summer” (Reading is fundamental http://www.rif.org).  Thankfully, research also indicates that summer reading can prevent learning loss, improves children’s confidence and sends them back to school ready to learn.  Studies show that children who read as few as six books over the summer maintain the level of reading skills they achieved during the previous school year and reading more, leads to even greater success.

We expect our incoming Year 8 students to complete our Summer Reading Challenge in order to meet the following aims-
· To maintain and improve literacy standards during the summer months.
· To encourage partnerships between local libraries and our school.
· To foster a love of reading. 
· To give us an insight into your reading interests
· To read about some of the subject areas being covered in Year 8.
 
This booklet includes a recommended list of authors, a reading log to fill in with the start and finish of each book you read over the summer, the reading challenge tasks and Task 1 and Task 2 activities to complete.  

We suggest that your son/daughter joins and uses their local public library to borrow books.
Let the reading begin.

Yours faithfully
Mrs L Grant/Mrs Walters 



Summer Reading Challenge
	Fantasy
Cornelis Funke
Angie Sage
Eva Ibbotson
C.S. Lewis
J.K. Rowling
Joseph Delaney
Susan Cooper
J.R.R. Tolkein
Adam Blade
Vivian French
Chris D’Lacey
Sarah Prineas
Jenny Nimmo
Suzanne Collins
Michael Grant
Damien Dibben

Sport
Michael Hardcastle
Rod Childs
Alan Gibbons
Chris D’Lacey

Historical
Gerard Whelan
Theresa Tomlinson
Cora Harrison
Michael Morpurgo
Steve Barlow

Girl Talk
Cathy Cassidy
Jacqueline Wilson
Judi Curtin
Jean Ure
Judy Blume
Lauren Kate
	Thriller/Adventure
Derek Landy
Anthony Horowitz
Anthony Masters
Andrew Lane
Philip Pullman
Chris Ryan
Eoin Colfer
Rick Riorden
Lemony Snickett
Pittacus Lore
Majorie Blackman

Animals
Lucy Daniels
Dick King-Smith
Kate Thompson
Louise Cooper
Jenny Oldfield
Erin Hunter

Humour
Roald Dahl
Terence Deary
Jeremy Strong
Dave Pilkey
Andy Staunton
Philip Ardagh
Francesca Simon
Jeff Kinney
David Walliams
Michael Lawrence
James Patterson
Lincoln Peirce

For Dyslexia friendly reads
Try books by the publisher Barrington Stoke.		


Some Recommended Authors:
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Task 1: Reading for Pleasure – Free Choice
Read one fiction book over the summer and complete a profile of your favourite character.






Task 2: Select one of the following subject reading challenges and complete the written task.





a) English:
Read a diary style book as you will be looking at diary entries in Term 1.
E.g. Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Anne Frank’s Diary, Dork Diaries
Task: Write a diary entry for the best day you’ve had this summer.
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b) History:
Read up about the Normans 
Task: Draw a Roman soldier and label the armour or draw the motte and bailey and label.
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c) H.E:
Read and follow your favourite recipe.
Task: What was the recipe? Explain why it is your favourite. Write out the recipe in full.
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d) French/Spanish:
Research the countries of France or Spain. 
Task: Complete a fact file of the information you discover.
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g) Science:
Research what you believe to be the greatest invention.
Task: State what the invention is. Who discovered it and why it is the greatest in your opinion.












f) Geography:
Read up about your ideal holiday destination.
Task: Complete a fact file of the information you discover. E.g. location, temperature, food.











e) R.E:
Go to the Lagan College website and look up the history of the college and integration movement. 
Task: Write at least 8 facts about the history of the college you have learned.




































	


Favourite Character
Task 1:
Title of Book:

Name of Author:




Draw a detailed illustration (picture) of your favourite character and surround it with words to describe both their appearance and personality.
e.g.
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Character
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Reading Log
Keep a record of the reading you do over the summer. 
	Date started
	Book title and author
	Date finished
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